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To amend the Laws relating to the Butter Trade 
in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



(£ lil <& 3 & by an Act passed in the fifty-second year of Preamble, 
the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, in- 
tituled, “ An Act for the better regulation of the Butter Trade in 
“ Ireland,” it is amongst other things enacted, That no person shall 
5 buy, sell or expose for sale any empty cask or casks for packing of 
Butter within any city or liberties thereof, town corporate, place of 
export, or market town in Ireland, before such cask or casks shall be 
weighed and branded by the Public Weigh-master or joint Public 
Weigh-masters in the said Act mentioned, his or their deputy or 
io deputies, which said Weigh-master or Weigh-masters, his or their 
deputy or deputies, is and are thereby empowered and required to 
weigh all such empty casks, and to make such allowance on account 
of soakage as therein mentioned : And whereas it is by the said Act 
further enacted. That all and every cask and casks of Butter which 
15 shall be brought into any city or liberties thereof, town corporate, sea- 
port or place of export, or market town, for sale or for exportation, 
shall, before the same is sold or exposed for sale in or exported from 
such city or liberties thereof, town corporate, sea-port or place of 
export, or market town, be brought to some one of the Weigh-houses 
20 in the said Act mentioned, there to be tasted, weighed and proved by 
the said Weigh-master or Weigh-masters, Taster or Tasters of such 
city, town corporate, sea-port or place of export, or market town, 
as the case may happen to be, his or their deputy or deputies ; and 
for enforcing obedience to the provisions aforesaid, certain penalties 
and forfeitures are by the said Act imposed upon all offenders therein : 
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And it is by the said Act further enacted. That if from and after the 
commencement of the said Act, any Land-waiter or other Revenue 
officer entrusted with the lading or putting on board any Butter for 
the purpose of being exported from Ireland, shall permit or suffer any 
cask or casks of Butter to be shipped or laden on board any ship, boat 5 
or vessel in order to be exported as merchandize, without having been 
previously weighed, branded and marked by the Weigh-master of the 
sea-port or place of export where such Butter shall be shipped or put 
on board, every such Land-waiter or other Revenue officer shall incur 
certain penalties in the said Act in that behalf particularly mentioned : 10 
And it is thereby further enacted, That if any person shall make or 
have in his her or their possession, any brand, mark or instrument, for 
the purpose of branding or marking on any cask or casks for packing 
up Butter, any name purporting to be the name of any master cooper 
who made or for whom such cask or casks were made, other than the 15 
name of such master cooper ; and that if any person shall brand or 
mark any cask or casks for packing up Butter, with any brand or mark 
purporting to be the name of any master cooper who made such cask 
or casks, or for whom such cask or casks were made, other than the 
name of such master cooper ; such person or persons shall incur such 20 
forfeitures and penalties as are therein mentioned : And whereas by 
an Act passed in the fifty-third year of the reign of his said late Ma- 
jesty, intituled, “ An Act for the further regulation of the Butter 
Trade in Ireland, it is enacted, That from and after the passing 
of the said Act, no person shall sell or expose to sale any cask or casks 25 
within any city or liberties thereof, town corporate, place of ex- 
port, or market town in Ireland, for packing of Butter for sale, or 
export, or shall make up or pack any Butter in any cask or casks to be 
exposed to sale or for export in such city, town corporate or market 
town, or place of export, unless such cask or casks be made of good 30 
seasoned oak or ash, sycamore or beech (whereof no part to be of bog 
timber) and shall be full bound and made tight, so that each cask 
shall hold pickle, with head and bottom equally dooled, and set to the 
cross with good and sufficient hoops on each cask, all well twigged 
with good fresh osier twiggs : And whereas by an Act passed in the 35 
seventh and eighth year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled 
“ An Act for the better regulation of the Butter Trade in Ireland ” 
it is enacted, That nothing in the said recited Act or in any former 
Act contained, shall extend to oblige the Proprietor of any Butter 
conveyed to the city of Dublin for shipment there, to subject such 40 
Butter to inspection and branding in the city of Dublin, unless such 
Butter be sold or exposed for sale in the said city : 

AND whereas it is expedient to repeal so much of the said Acts as 
has been hereinbefore recited, of the said fifty-second and fifty-third 
years of the reign of his late Majesty; m it tfimfore, and it is 
hereby «hiactefc by The KING’S most Excellent Majesty, by and 

. with 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




V 



( 3 ) 

w ith the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, THAT so much of the said Acts so passed 
as aforesaid in the fifty-second and fifty-third years of the reign of A.gss.«d 
h ; s late Majesty, as is hereinbefore recited, shall be and the same is 
hereby Repealed. 

And be it further Enacted, That whenever any cask or casks of 
Butter shall be brought to the weigh-house of any sea-port or place 
of export in Ireland, the weigh-master of such sea-port or place of ex- an d bnajrf. 
I0 port shall forthwith proceed to weigh the same, and shall brand on the 
side and bottom of every such cask the gross weight thereof, together, 
with the amount of the tare to be allowed thereupon, which tare shall 
be computed and allowed in the manner and according to the pro- 
portion following, that is to say, Upon every firkin weighing gross 
I - t wo quarters and less, than two quarters seven pounds, there shall be 
allowed a tare of Twelve Pounds ; and upon every firkin weighing 
gross two quarters seven pounds, and less than two quarters Fourteen 
Pounds, there shall be allowed Thirteen Pounds for tare, and so on m 
respect of every additional seven pounds gross weight of every such 
20 firkin there shall be allowed one additional pound for tare; but in 
respect of any additional weight not amounting to Seven Pounds, no 
allowance for tare shall be made : Provided nevertheless. That nothing 
in this Act or in any former Act contained, shall extend to compel or 
oblige any person or persons to bring any such cask or casks of Butter 
25 to any such weigh-house, as aforesaid, or to have the same weighed and 
branded in manner aforesaid, unlqss such person shall so think fit : 
Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall extend or be 
construed to extend to prevent the exportation from Ireland of any 
cask of Butter which hath not been weighed and branded in manner 
30 aforesaid. 

And he it further Enacted, That every Cask so brought to any such 
weigh-house as aforesaid shall be made of oak, ash, beech or sycamore, ^ be 

no part thereof being of bog timber, and of no other description of 
wood, and shall be in a good and merchantable state ; and if any 
35 such weigh-master as aforesaid shall be of opinion that any such cask so 
brought to any such weigh-house is made of any other wood than is 
hereby directed and allowed, or is not in a good and merchantable 
state, or that with any fraudulent purpose or design the weight of 
any such cask hath by soaking or otherwise been improperly increased, 

40 it shall be lawful for such weigh-master to seize any such cask or casks, 
and the same to carry before the Mayor or other chief Magistrate of 
any such sea-port or place of export, or before any Justice of the peace 
acting for the county wherein any sea-port or pl^ce pf export may 
be situate, who shall thereupon, by a summons qnder his hand and 
seal require the attendance before him, at some convenient time and 
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place m each summons to be mentioned, of Three persons conversant 
with the Butter trade of such port or place of export, which Three 
persons shall act as and be in the nature of a Jury for the trial of any 
Information to belaid before such Mayor or chief Magistrate or Justice 
ot the peace as aforesaid, and shall be liable to challenge on the , 
ground of interest in the question in dispute, and on no other ground 
whatever, and such challenge shall immediately be decided by such 
Mayor or chief Magistrate or J ustice of the peace as aforesaid, and if 
the same shall be by him allowed, such enquiry shall be adjourned 
until some other competent person shall in like manner be summoned to 
to act upon such Inquest; and such Three persons, being first duly 
sworn to give a verdict according to the evidence (which oath any 
such Mayor, chief Magistrate or Justice is hereby authorized to ad- 
minister) any such Information as aforesaid shall be heard, tried and 
deeded summarily before and under the direction of such Mayor, Ma- I5 
gistrate or Justice, and by the verdict of such Three Jurors as afore- 
said, or of the majority of them; and it shall be lawful for such Mayor 
Magistrate or Justice, if to him it shall seem necessary, but not other- 
wise, to order any such cask as aforesaid to be stripped, and such 
tree Jurors as aforesaid, or the majority of them, shall and may, by I0 
any such verdict as aforesaid, adjudge any such cask, or the whole or 
any such portion (as to them may seem meet) of the Butter therein 
contained, to be forfeited for the benefit of the weigh-master preferring 
any such Information, or otherwise shall and may direct that any such 
cask and Butter be restored, and shall and may adjudge any such z S 
weigh-master to the payment of a fine not exceeding Twenty shilling 
if it shall appear to their satisfaction that the Information so preferred 
was unnecessary, frivolous and vexatious. 

££££. ,. And ^ il farther EnM6d . That it shall be lawful for any such 

S.“ “W Magistrate or Justice as aforesaid, by summons under his , 0 
hand to require the attendance of any witness, and to administer an 
oath to any witness attending at any such Inquest as aforesaid, and to 
fine, m any sum not exceeding Forty shillings, any person upon whom 
any such summons shall be proved to have been served, who shall not 
in compliance therewith attend upon any such Inquest ; and in case „ 
any person adjudged to the payment of any such costs or fines as 
aforesaid shall not forthwith pay the same, any such Mayor, Magis- 
trate or Justice as aforesaid is hereby authorized to levy the amount 

luelsof rb 03,S OT a ^ Warran ‘ ° f dlS ‘ reSS agai " St the g ° ods “ d 
chattels of the person adjudged to the payment thereof. 

n e r f “ rth “ EnaCtad - Thal Weigh-master as afore- 

F '“' thl a ’ ° r i We ' shmg and brandi "g every such cask as aforesaid, be 

entitled to have, demand and receive for weighing and branding 
casks of Butter, the following Fees; that is to say 8 
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